


AGAINST THE GRAIN: 
“Unconventional, maverick, non-conformist, 

contrary to what is expected, behavior different 
from what society expects.”!



Film is one of the most powerful ways to enlighten, inform and inspire. Yet it is 
also a medium where the Asian American perspective is often overlooked or 
misrepresented. In true spirit of the definition, ATG Against The Grain 
Productions, Inc. was founded to produce films and media that promote 
awareness and unity of Asian American culture and identity. It is an innovative 
resource that gives voice to significant, relevant and untold stories in our 
community. These projects will create future educational, cultural and artistic 
opportunities for Asians and Asian Americans.

Led by a Board of experienced Asian American professionals and dedicated community leaders, ATG also 
functions as a traditional 501(c)3 non-profit, using media projects and community events to raise funds for 
international orphanages, outreach programs and scholarship funds.



ATG is registered with GuideStar, who encourages nonprofits to share 
information about their organizations openly and completely. We value 
every penny and take great care to use our funds responsibly and 
efficiently towards reaching maximum community benefit.!

Commitment to Transparency 

ATG has earned the 
GuideStar Exchange 
Seal, demonstrating 
our commitment to 

transparency.!



Orphanages We Help 

HOUSE OF LOVE  •  SPC – DANANG (CENTER FOR STREET CHILDREN) •  PHU MY 
QUANG CHAU  •  DUC SON  •  UU DAM COMPASSION HOUSE  •  BAAN FUENGFAH  

SACRED HEART CENTER FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN  •  THANH TAM!
!

*ATG is currently expanding to orphanages in other parts of Asia. 

ATG supports the above orphanages*  with food, medical supplies, books, bicycles, funds 
for additional education, tuition and cultural celebration expenses.!



Operation Babylift: The Lost Children of Vietnam!

Operation Babylift was a $2 million U.S. initiative 
that airlifted more than 2,500 Vietnamese 
orphans out of a war-torn country in 1975 to 
protect them from the impending threat of the 
Communist regime. Called one of the "most 
humanitarian efforts in history," it was plagued 
by lawsuits and political turmoil. !
!
The award-winning feature documentary, 
released in 2009, takes a candid look at 
Operation Babylift as seen through the eyes of 
the volunteers, parents and organizations 
directly involved. It uncovers the lost stories of 
the adoptees and who they have become as 
adults, revealing their compelling struggles and 
triumphs and giving them the opportunity to 
final ly share their journeys from their 
perspectives. These adoptees grew up facing 
unique challenges in America, including 
prejudice overshadowed by a controversial war 
and cultural identity crisis. Featuring compelling 
and insightful interviews, the movie takes a 
contemporary look at Babylift and its relevance 
to international adoption today. !



“This film reminds us all that as human beings we have the 
remarkable capacity to love one another, care for one another and 
help one another…even those we donʼt even know.” 
-Sarah Lawrence, Adoptee!
!

Audience Reviews 

“A powerful film about courage, hope and love amidst a war that 
tore so many apart in the U.S. and Vietnam…encourages all of us not 
to be afraid of taking action that can positively impact others.”!
-Cynthia Salzman, award-winning documentary filmmaker,!
THE MONSTER AMONG US and A FAIR TO REMEMBER!

“An engrossing historical document…a riveting story that spoke to 
me as an Asian American.”!
-Dr. Sam Lam, LFP-blog.com!

“Through incisive interviews and archival footage, the history of this 
airlift and its aftermath are presented in complex, rich detail.” 
- Tad Doyle, Director of Programming, DC Asian Pacific American Film Festival!

“…we believe sharing these stories of war, history, and ultimately hope, 
helps us understand more about the world and about each other.” 
- Lee Ann Kim, Executive Director, San Diego Asian Film Foundation!
!

“Heart-wrenching and heart-warming, Operation Babylift shares the 
stories of a unique group of Asian American adoptees who illuminate 
our common humanity.  A must see for anyone touched by adoption 
or who cares about the Asian American community and our shared 
human connections.!
-Ysa Le, Executive Director, Vietnamese International Film Festival!
 !

“Amazing…compelling and hard-hitting.” 
-Hao-Nhien Q. Vu, Publisher, Bolsavik.com!



Film Festivals & Screenings 

Upcoming film festivals and screening announcements can be found on www.TheBabylift.com.!
 

San Diego, CA!

Dallas, TX!

St. Louis, MO! Philadelphia, PA!

Irvine, CA!
Vancouver, BC Canada!



Cocktails for a Cause 
!Cocktails for a Cause is a charity fundraiser that highlights the talent and work of 
Asian American artists while benefiting ATG's community outreach and educational 
initiatives and needy orphanages in Vietnam. This elegant event attracts a large 
and diverse audience of industry and non-industry professionals, community 
leaders, artists, musicians and philanthropists.!

!
!
!
!



Groundbreakers Speak 
ATG hosts an engaging and educational panel discussion comprised of dynamic 
and influential Asian American industry leaders who speak on their motivating 
path to success. The event's mission is to inspire leadership, provide 
mentorship and provoke thought on how we are all capable of becoming 
groundbreakers.!
!
!
!
!



Fashion for a Passion 

The event showcases the work of talented emerging and established 
Asian American designers, artists and musicians. With nearly 400 
supporters attending in 2013, the event raised close to $35,000. 
Proceeds benefit orphanages in Vietnam, year-round community 
outreach and scholarship fund to support Asian American students 
pursuing a degree in the arts and those who exhibited exemplary 
leadership, vision, and passion that is blazing a trail for others to 
follow and changing lives in the Asian American community.!

FEATURED DESIGNERS !

Hanh Dang  of Lucy Dang 
Lucy Dang & Winner of 

Texas Next Top Designer!

Khanh Nguyen of Nha Khanh 
Veteran FFAP Presenting 

Designer and Rising Design Star!



Designer Showcase Benefits!
See how they have risen since showcasing at Fashion for a Passion…!
!
!
!
!

Fashion for a Passion 

Khanh Nguyen of Nha Khanh is a four-time Presenting Designer 
veteran who has presented her collection with FFAP since its inception 
and gave her a launching pad that has established the brand today. Her 
work has been featured in numerous publications over the years and 
was just recently launched in Saks Fifth Avenue in New York City and 
Neiman Marcus Online.!
!
!
!
!

Hanh Dang of Lucy Dang has presented three times, garnering her the 
attention of local press like The Observer. She has also gone on to win 
the 2012 Texas Next Top Designer Competition as well as the Belk 
Million Dollar Deal in 2013. Her Belk Southern Showcase exclusive 
line called Lady by Lucy Dang will make its debut in 40 flagship 
stores and online in Spring of 2014.!

Cykochik showcased at FFAP in 2010, and this year marks the 11th 
anniversary. These handbags have been proudly handmade since 2003 
and still populating around DFW and expanding. The line was honored 
by the President of Peta in 2013 for being a socially-responsible and 
cruelty-free business for 10 years.!



Scholarships 
Awarded to exemplary young Asian American students with exceptional artistic/leadership 

ability, dedication to the community, academic achievement and the ATG spirit.!
!
!
!
!

Artistic!
To provide financial assistance and promotion 
of Asian American college students pursuing 
a major in the performing and/or visual arts 
(film, theatre, fashion, photography, graphic 
design, dance, music, journalism, etc.)  

!
!
!

Groundbreaker Leadership!
To provide financial assistance and promotion of Asian 
American high school seniors, college or graduate students 
who have exhibited exemplary leadership, vision, and 
passion that is blazing a trail for others to follow and 
changing lives in the Asian American community. 

!
!
!

Heritage/Culture Camp Scholarship!
We help families right here in the United States, 
giving ten $100 scholarships for young adoptees to 
attend culture camps, such as Catalyst Foundation, 
Heritage Camps for Adoptive Families or 
Vietnamese Heritage Camp. 

!
!
!

2013 ATG Artistic Scholarship Winners: 

2013 ATG Heritage/Culture Camp Scholarship Winners: 

!
!
!

Kit 
Zauhaur 

DJ 
Wang 

Grace 
Kwon 

Kendyl 
Ito 

Xiaoye 
Jiang 

Zoe 
Desserich 

Colin 
Desserich 

Cato 
Tran Brown 

Reuben 
Brown 

Maya 
Vogelson 

Kali 
Hauck 

Gabriel 
Everett 

Eliot 
Everett 

Sarah 
Foust 

Grace 
Dickinson 



ATG in the Press 

Pegasus News !
2008 Cocktails for a Cause!

DFW Style Daily!
2013 Fashion for a Passion!

Dallas Morning News  
Profile of ATG Founder/President  
Tammy Nguyen Lee!

Pink Memo!
2011 Fashion for a Passion!

D Magazine Style Sheet!
2011 Fashion for a Passion!



SMU Magazine  
Profile of ATG Founder/President  
Tammy Nguyen Lee!

SMU Presents Tammy Nguyen Lee with!
Emerging Leader Award!

ATG in the Press 



A Unique Sponsorship Opportunity 

Join us in raising funds for orphanages, year-round community outreach programs 
and supporting Asian American artists.  How you can help:!

Tax-deductible monetary donation!

Sponsor a community screening of Operation Babylift (screening fees, airline/hotel, catering, marketing & PR, venue)!

Some past sponsors:!

Become a Community Partner - co-host a program or help us promote our events and programs to your audience!

Become an ATG Savings Card Featured Business (offer savings and receive increased business)!

Host a Dine for a Cause fundraiser - donate a portion of sales, and we'll bring our audience to you!!

Sponsor a Scholarship Fund in your/your business' name!

Sponsor Cocktails for a Cause or Fashion for a Passion (cash, in-kind, services or auction items)!

Sponsor Groundbreakers Speak (speaker fees, airline/hotel, catering, marketing & PR, venue)!



ATGʼs 2014 6th Annual Fashion for a Passion 
charity event is set to take place in the fall.  
Bringing together Asian American designers, 
musicians and artists, FFAP is more than a fashion 
show - it's a night to celebrate emerging Asian 
American talent.  The evening features an art 
exhibition, musical performances, a silent auction, 
a live auction runway show, plus food and drinks! !

 
!

To become a sponsor or contribute your talents to this fabulous night, visit  !
www.AgainstTheGrainProductions.com/sponsorship.!

A Unique Sponsorship Opportunity 



Words of Praise 
“It’s so great to work with such passionate people while doing something 
we love and giving back to a great cause. … it seems like ATG somehow 
makes every year a unique experience…I can’t wait for next year.” 
- Jerry Matthews of Nine Muses, Presenting Designer 

“I cannot express my gratitude and admiration for ATG and Fashion for a Passion…My 
brand “Lucy Dang” was launched officially with ATG…I truly believe by being a 
part of this charity and helping contribute to this amazing cause....” 
- Hanh Dang of Lucy Dang, Presenting Designer 

“Against The Grain’s FFAP…not only to help me launch my career as a 
designer, but also to spread support for…provide funding for orphanages 
in Asia…pushing me to accomplish more as a designer…” 
- Danh Ta, Presenting Designer 

“This year marked my first year…ATG has given me the opportunity, the voice 
and the extra push in taking the plunge to purse my dream as a fashion 
designer and launching my own label.” 
- Becky Hollands, Presenting Designer 

“Thanks to everyone for making it such a fabulous event. I would love to work 
with ATG in the future.” 
- Vera Wang of Viviona, Presenting Designer 

“It was definitely a classy event! The scene was an incredible display of art, 
talent and fashion. I am proud to say I was part of FFAP No. 5 ...” 
- Kassy Levels, Musical Performer 
“It was so great experiencing the ATG event... Everything was well organized 
and put together on a “next level scale.” Being involved and seeing the true 
passion of Tammy and her crew’s hard…made the show so great…” 
- Josh Osgood & Anthony Young of J.O. & Y.O.!, Musical Performer 

“I was exhilarated to be a part of the event with other artists of all forms. I had 
the opportunity to connect with quality people of the Asian community in 
Dallas…I was home!” 
- Kathy Tran, Exhibiting Artist 

“It has been my honor to be a part of such a worthy cause again this past year.” 
- Dr. Sam Lam of Lam Facial Plastics and Ova Skin Care, Year-Round Sponsor 

“It’s all about the kids. Keep up the good work.” 
- Ace Kham of Copy HQ, Year-Round Sponsor 

“It truly is an honor to be an Artistic Scholarship winner …You all inspire me 
everyday and give me the extra push to continue in my artistic endeavors.” 
- Kendyl Ito, 2013 ATG Artistic Scholarship Winner 

“I am privileged to be involved…continues to organize wonderful events as a 
platform for rising Asian Americans and donate all its net profit to orphanages 
in Asia…creating scholarships for students seeking degrees in the arts.” 
- John Ting, Esq. of Law Office of John Ting, Year-Round Sponsor 
 “As a musician and artist myself, I’ve done my fair share of performances. Still, 
FFAP was a more precious experience than most; in that it was an event 
supporting aspiring artists follow their dreams…” 
- Mijee Park, Musical Performer 

“FFAP No.5 was an incredible milestone event…Everyone came together for 
ATG’s cause and produced another high-caliber event. I am inspired and 
moved by all the talents involved!” 
- Nikki Duong Koenig, Presenting Designer 
“I have had the privilege of showcasing my collection with ATG since the launch 
of the very first Annual Fashion for a Passion…the show and the organization as 
a whole has evolved over the years…and provide platforms for emerging 
designers like me to further our careers…” 
- Kim Pham, Presenting Designer 

“Fashion for Passion no. 5 was my third year…I am so honored…to contribute 
to the cause…I am looking forward for next year event with bigger 
progress, bigger success…” 
- Cac Lam, Presenting Designer 

“Against The Grain’s Fashion for a Passion showed off some very talented young 
designers and singers whose donations along with the audiences support helped 
raise money for a great cause…I was impressed with the entire production which 
involves so many people donating their time to make this event a success” 
- Jeff Lanscek, Portfolio Administrator of Baldrige Asset Management, VIP Guest 

“The ATG Fashion Show was a fun and fashionable event with an array of 
talented artists. It was a great way to mingle with local designers and see their 
beautiful designs, all while benefiting a great cause. ” 
- Valerie Huggard,Senior Accountant at SEI, VIP Guest 

“Even though I did not physically attend the event, it was an honor to participate and 
have my work be a part of the show! The work ATG does is truly exceptional.” 
- Xiaoye Jiang, 2013 ATG Scholarship Winner 



President/Founder 
Tammy Nguyen Lee  
Tammy@TheBabylift.com 
  
    
Vice President/Programming 
Liz Nguyen Ho 
Info@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com 
  
     
Treasurer 
Liz Lean  
Fundraising@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com  
  

   
Secretary 
Jennifer Devany  
Info@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com  
 
 
Directors of Community Outreach 
Julianne Nguyen 
Outreach@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com 
 
  
  
  

Scan with your 
smartphone’s  QR code 
reader app to visit our site 

Visit ATG at:  www.AgainstTheGrainProductions.com

Director of Marketing/Public Relations 
Carol Nguyen 
PR@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com 
  
         
Directors of Fundraising  
Ann Chao & Vy Le 
Fundraising@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com  
  
     
Director of Programming/Events 
Kim Nguyen  
RSVP@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com   
 
     
Social Media  
Aivy Nguyen & Vi Phung 
PR@AgainstTheGrainProductions.com   
 
  


